
1: Address 

 

Name: Michael Maddux 

Email: michaelmaddux2015@gmail.com 

Phone: 206-753-9449 

www.michaelmaddux.com 

 

2. Running for: Seattle City Council, District 4 

 

3. What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 

 

We see homelessness and the need for services that will help people on a daily basis. From the 

gentleman who sleeps in his car along the route to my daughter’s bus stop, to the Northlake 

Camper Vans, and the well-known and visible University Way.  This is a symptom of unmet 

housing, day center, physical and mental health care access, and overall under-investment in not 

just a social safety net, but also a ladder with opportunities for people to climb out of poverty. 

We are lucky to have so many great individuals, religious, and non-profit organizations stepping 

up to fill in where the government is unable or unwilling to provide social service funding, but 

that alone is not a solution to meeting basic needs like housing and food for all people. 

 

4. How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 

 

I know that I benefit from white privilege. I grew up poor, and resided in a youth shelter for a 

while after coming out. At the same time, I am not convinced that I would be where I am if I 

were a person of color. Having experienced LGBT discrimination, I do believe it is important 

that I act as an ally to ensure more equitable city. As someone once told me, equal and equitable 

are not the same thing. It takes more investment to make up for years of neglect. I have 

demonstrated that commitment as a member of the Parks Levy Oversight Committee, during 

prioritization of community center hours in underserved neighborhoods as a member of the Parks 

Legacy Committee, and, as the Endorsements Committee Chair of the King County Democrats, 

recruiting a diverse membership and giving voice and vote to the Affirmative Action Caucus (a 

seat that has since been removed). It is through this lens that I have and continue to work to 

ensure equity in access to parks, community centers, education opportunities, and, as a council 

member, government contracts. 

 

5. What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable 

housing in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word 

limit) 

 

There is no single answer, but a constellation of ideas and policies that will go far in improving 

affordability in our city. From transit oriented development with inclusionary zoning, two-for-

one replacement (in neighborhood) of low-income and workforce housing, to streamlining the 

process of ADU and DADU units, and tapping into bonding capacity to construct the maximum 

number of units possible on surplus city property, there are many strategies that can and should 

work together on the unit front. Additionally, I am all in on expanding education and 

apprenticeship opportunities, and funding pre-apprenticeship for youth in partnership with Labor. 
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$15 is great, $40 (with health insurance and a pension) is better. We can build our workforce in 

our communities, and that is something I will fight for. 

 

6. Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 

emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 

residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? 

(150 word limit) 

 

For one, I will be supportive of funding for food pantries, and continued matching funds for 

purchases made in farmer’s markets. I would like to look more closely at what creating a Mara 

Farm or Rainier Farm of the north could look like, and make it happen. Additionally, I will 

continue to advocate for more P-Patches. Through our community centers, partnerships with 

nonprofits, and other means necessary, I will support outreach to ensure that people know that 

not only do these options exist, but that culturally appropriate options are included. 

 

7. What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 

sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 

 

For one, we must invest in emergency shelter beds for women, with access to services and 

resources to escape violence. I also support the construction of an LGBTQ youth center, with 

attached housing, on Capitol Hill, with funded on-site services to ensure that LGBTQ young 

people – at higher risk for abuse and homelessness – have a safe place. I know that was vital to 

myself when I did not have a safe place at home, and am forever grateful that the Cocoon House 

was an option. In order to adequately respond to instances of abuse, it is imperative that we have 

enough officers, with the right training, and that our police force reflects our community. 

Recruiting and training from Seattle neighborhoods, and being proactive in hiring more women, 

LGBTQ officers, and people of color, are strategies I will support. Finally, ensuring that we 

provide access to courts, with legal assistance, for protective and no-contact orders, as part of our 

ongoing efforts to ensure that all residents feel safe in our city. 

 

8. The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is 

increasing and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to 

help and house people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved 

at the neighborhood level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, 

how will you ensure that your role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to 

homelessness? (150 word limit) 

 

Homelessness isn’t some abstract thing to me. After reunification with my family, I went on to 

work for Planned Parenthood in an outreach facility connecting homeless and near-homeless 

youth with services necessary to survive. We can and must continue to advance meaningful 

investments to decrease and eliminate homelessness, while taking appropriate interim measures 

(such as utilizing encampments as a short-term, safe option). With revenue reform, smart 

partnerships, and responsive oversight of expenditures, I believe we can afford to build more 

units of housing to ensure homeless people can come indoors, and through adequate funding of 

our human services department and providing education opportunities, help people climb the 

ladder out of homelessness. 



 

9. The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 

bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and 

child care needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 

 

We must do more to incentivize, or even require, more family-size housing. As we move forward 

on making sure that we are welcoming families to Seattle – of all incomes – we also need to 

invest in education capital needs. The reliance on levies means everyone – homeowners, renters, 

businesses – are paying for school construction. I believe it is time to give serious consideration 

to impact fees for infrastructure purposes to bolster those funds and, ideally, reduce the reliance 

on property tax levies.  This may be the best way to ensure a more nimble approach to school 

construction. I will be an advocate for retaining existing school district and city properties in 

order to be prepared for student population growth. Finally, I will work with the School Board, 

fellow council members, and the Mayor’s office, to identify one method of predicting future 

need, aiming to use demography models that historically are most accurate. 

 

10. What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports 

people who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 

 

Regulating new construction to include lever-style door handles, recognizing that this is easier 

for people with who may have difficulty grasping a doorknob, is something that interests me. 

Built-in stability bars in showers and baths is another. Investing in safe sidewalks with periodic 

benches for rest, and signal crossings that allow ample time for people to cross the street, means 

everyone can enjoy the city experience. I am interested in Sandy Brown’s proposal on sidewalks, 

combining bonding capacity with LIDs to ensure they are built. As we design new parks, we 

must ensure that we are offering more than just the bare minimum ADA requirement, with park 

design that opens the whole park to all users. I was proud to support funding the Sensory Garden 

as a Parks Levy Oversight Committee member, which is another example of how our park 

infrastructure can create a positive use for all residents. 


