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1. What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
 
District 2 needs emergency shelters for families and single adults and harm reduction programs (like 
hygiene centers and addiction services). We need programs to help people avoid foreclosure and 
eviction and help for people who can’t pay utility bills. We need addiction recovery services and 
domestic violence intervention. Residents of Georgetown have specific health care needs related to 
living in extremely toxic environments. They also struggle to access affordable food because of 
inequities in our transportation system. Our communities have significant unmet basic needs—and 
we’re working on it. Many amazing organizations in District 2 work very hard (and successfully) to 
meet basic needs  across the district (Rainier Valley Food Bank, El Centro de la Raza, ACRS, Sage, 
Wellspring Family Services, Senior Services, POCAAN, SeaMar and so many, many more) but we 
need significantly more investment in these programs and we need coordination between programs 
to maximize their impact.  
 
 
2 . How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
 
My personal identity is complicated. Growing up Mexican in San Antonio, I was exposed early to the 
stereotypes that come from prejudice – low expectations, poor work ethic, etc. My family both 
experienced this and contributed to it. In Texas in the 70s, there was no censoring of racist language 
about African Americans. My Mexican family didn’t think twice about their own prejudice. I know I still 
carry traces of that upbringing. Despite my commitment to social justice, my lifelong work for equity, 
my years of participating in workshops on dismantling racism and understanding cultural competency, 
I catch myself occasionally making fleeting judgements. We need to have some hard conversations in 
this country about what race and ethnicity mean to us. We need to talk about how we work through 
our prejudice in a way that moves us to better understanding of one another and a greater 
appreciation of our differences.  
 
 
3 . What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing in 
Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
 
While property owners need to earn income on their property, we need better protection for tenants. 
We need to make it harder for landlords to use rent increases as de facto eviction tools. We need to 
encourage them to continue to offer affordable rent after they improve buildings—either by providing 
incentives or by reducing development/remodel fees. Inclusionary zoning and linkage fees have both 
been effective tools in other municipalities. It’s time to try them in Seattle. 
 
4 . Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the emergency 
food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle residents have access 
to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 word limit) 
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As principle of Urban Food Link I’ve been working on this issue for 10 years. The city now has a Food 
Policy Advisor who is responsible for supporting child care nutrition, summer food service and senior 
meal programs. We should also ensure that those who are eligible for WIC, food assistance, and 
other entitlement programs are taking full advantage of those benefits. It also requires that we work 
with the state Department of Health to reverse their decision to allow only large-scale grocers to 
accept WIC. My firm has been working with One America and the newly forming Somali Grocer 
Association to advocate for small ethnic grocers who have lost their WIC authorization. The result is 
that many women are forfeiting their benefits rather than use them at unfamiliar stores.  
 
5 . What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, sexual 
assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
 
Domestic violence occurs in households across economic classes, but people living below the 
poverty line are at greater risk. When we invest in improving other basic needs, we’re investing in 
domestic violence prevention. We also need to continue to invest in a nimble response system, 
recruiting and training diverse staff and volunteers. We need to respond with sympathy and protection 
for survivors and continue to invest in programs proven to help survivors and those who abuse to 
heal. Wellspring Family Services and other providers have helped interrupt the cycle of multi-
generational domestic violence. Let’s expand these programs. Programs like YouthCare’s Bridge 
Collaborative (and many others) help youth who are being exploited. We need to protect and nurture 
those who have been exploited and provide them with what they need to grow up safe. We also need 
to intervene with people who are engaging in human trafficking: every possible criminal penalty must 
be enforced and every possible treatment program must be engaged. This isn’t a problem that can be 
solved quickly or easily, but we must commit to solving it and follow best practices from around the 
world for keeping people safe. 
 
6 . The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing and 
local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house people. 
Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood level. As 
Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your role on City 
Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
 
While many of the issues of poverty in the city are felt more acutely in District 2, they are actually 
regional issues and require regional solutions. I’ve spent the last 10 years working on food justice 
issues at a regional level and I understand how to bring people together to address big issues. We 
need to increase emergency shelters across the City, including in District 2. We also need to prevent 
homelessness by creating effective foreclosure prevention programs and continuing to invest in the 
Rapid Re-Housing program. My role on City Council will be to fight for the funding we need to provide 
the emergency services and to push the council to use all the tools available to increase production of 
more affordable housing, including requiring developers to pay their fair share. 
 
 
7 . The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, bringing 
more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care needs for the 
growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
 
Paid family leave, gender pay equity and a living wage are important aspects of making it possible for 
all families to access safe, reliable, quality childcare and early learning. I support recent progress on 
these issues and will work to increase labor standards enforcement so these advances aren’t lost. 
Education and childcare aren’t needs the City of Seattle can meet alone. We must continue to work 
with other municipalities to encourage the Washington State Legislature to fully fund education, 
including early education. We must work with our partners to encourage the federal government to 



invest in childcare subsidies for low income families and reduce the barriers to obtaining the 
subsidies. We must also continue to ask King County and Seattle residents to pay for safe, quality 
early learning programs and child care and to work with service providers to identify every possible 
funding source to assist families of all incomes.  
 
 
8 . What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people who are 
older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
 
Everyone in Seattle needs and deserves access to our public places and to be able to move around 
our City with confidence. More frequent, more reliable transit service is one important element. We 
need massive investment in sidewalk repair in the city,as well as investment in the acoustic tools that 
assist with safe street and lightrail crossings.  I will work with the Disability Commission to identify 
which aspects of the built environment are of the greatest concern for those who require extra 
accessibility and to support increased funding to ensure safety.  
 


