
SHSC 2017 Candidate's Forum Online Survey

The �rst step in our 2017 Candidate's Forum,  an opportunity for you to communicate critical information on your 
ideas and strategies to voters to consult as they vote in the current primary election. We will be inviting the two 
candidates for each seat as decided in the primary, to attend our forum on 9/20/17. Thank you for your participation!

peteholmesforcityattorney@gmail.com

Pete Holmes

City Attorney

Every day, we all see the growing ranks of the homeless in unauthorized encampments, in 
doorways and in parked cars and RVs. In our courts, our prosecutors see untreated mental 
health problems, addiction and alcoholism. As a society, we must break our addiction to a 
“system” that amounts to little more than simply calling a cop whenever we see quality of life 
compromised, substituting the criminal justice system for more appropriate, humane public 
health and affordable housing measures. Jails have become our medical clinics, warehouses 
for the unsheltered.

Email address *

Name *

For which position are you running? *

What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in the district you
would represent? (150 word limit)



I grew up in the segregated South, just 19 miles from Appomattox. I vividly recall 
desegregation being instituted in my 5th grade at public elementary school, following a decade 
of Massive Resistance to Brown v. Board of Education. I was the grandchild of slaveowners, 
my father a racist; they insisted that my brothers and I be bused to the adjoining county to 
attend the all-white Prince Edward Academy. There we were taught Confederate �ght songs, 
and indoctrinated in some of the worst racist views imaginable—often, however, without 
uttering the “N” word. (I heard that word every day among acquaintances, but never from my 
teachers, who had more subtle ways of imparting notions of our racial “superiority.”) 
This world view, of course, is untenable—even to impressionable young boys. But I only began 
to acquire the tools necessary to “unlearn” this lifetime of indoctrination when I left home for 
college. And only years later did I start to understand what my U.S. History professor meant 
when he opined that America’s very survival depended upon our ability to reconcile our 
slaveholding past with the egalitarian premise of our Constitution. 
And I’m still learning. From lessons learned in Michelle Alexanders’ The New Jim Crow, to 
Seattle’s Race & Social Justice Initiative, to Black Lives Matter. The pervasive evils of racism 
are a ghost haunting American life, requiring daily vigilance. And my history professor’s 
challenge remains, largely unanswered. Living up to the task of confronting and eliminating 
institutional racism frames my every workday.

The City works with residential and commercial developers for the production of affordable 
housing through incentive zoning practices and the Multifamily Tax Exception program 
(MFTE). Seattle’s housing levy provides affordable public housing, and the “Grand Bargain” of 
the Housing Affordability and Livability Agenda (HALA) promises to leverage additional 
affordable housing units by tapping into the booming market-rate housing industry. My o�ce 
supports all of these initiatives through creative legal advice and defense in court.

How has racism affected your life? (250 word limit)

What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve
affordable housing in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those
things happen? (150 word limit)



Solutions for accommodating burgeoning growth and producing and/or preserving affordable 
housing are one in the same. By building affordable units near transit, open space, and retail, 
people of all backgrounds �nd affordable homes in walkable, livable neighborhoods. This also 
cuts transportation costs and reduces pollution while keeping our neighborhoods diverse and 
inclusive. Detached accessory dwelling units, co-housing options, public subsidies are but 
some of the available tools. I support combinations of these efforts through legal advice and 
defending against court challenges.

I support the City’s policy makers and budget writers. I insist on RSJI analyses incorporated 
into our legislative and budget processes to make certain we avoid unintended consequences, 
and further that when we act intentionally, we are utilizing the most effective, user-oriented 
food distribution systems. Public/private/NGO partnerships are crucial.

What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve
affordable housing for marginalized populations in their traditional Seattle
neighborhoods? What steps would you take to make those things happen?
(250 word limit)

Describe how you would represent your constituents to ensure there is a
pathway to emergency food services for all who need it. What policies and
investments would you support so that residents across Seattle and King
County, have equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food?
(150 word limit)



I have prioritized domestic violence and sexual assault cases and have focused on combining 
aggressive prosecution and advocacy for the victims we hope to deter crime. We recognize 
prostitution to be anything but a victimless crime, and have dramatically turned our attention 
from prosecuting prostitution to focusing on the demand side of human tra�cking for 
commercial sex purposes by emphasizing enforcement against sex buyers for sexual 
exploitation. Simply by changing the name from patronizing a prostitute to sexual exploitation 
we refocused the conversation on the demand side of the industry. Finally, my o�ce is 
spearheading a new, regional �rearm surrender program to make sure that guns are taken out 
of the hands of domestic violence perpetrators as ordered by the courts.

I have prioritized responses rooted in best practices, consistent with Mayoral and Council 
direction: housing �rst; protect community safety; and seek treatment alternatives to the 
revolving door of incarceration. Coordination at all levels of government is essential to 
success. 

What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to
domestic violence, sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation?
(200 word limit)

The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King
County is increasing and local, county, state, and federal resources must
increase in order for us to help and house people. How will you ensure that
your role, as one of many local elected o�cials, supports a robust regional
response to homelessness? (150 word limit)



Seattle is doing a great deal in the absence of su�cient federal and state assistance. Again, 
our response seeks to employ a variety of tools ranging from encouraging increased supply 
through new construction tempered with �nancial and zoning incentives to encourage below-
market rate housing—ideally with mixed income developments. Trying to harness the 
economic engine of growth presents legal challenges that my o�ce works daily to address.

Comprehensive housing policies, to be successful, must obviously address all housing needs, 
including those of our aging populations. Our work in ensuring City compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, for instance, will ensure that tens of thousands of new curb 
ramps are constructed throughout the City to ensure access to all. Creative solutions are 
available to meet these needs, given adequate resources…and our collective will. 

Pervasive, widening economic inequality, together with our dysfunctional federal immigration 
policies work against our immigrant and refugee communities. My lawsuit to counter the 
Trump Administration’s war on Sanctuary Cities is but one example of how we are working to 
maintain policies that counter these negative factors.

The population of Seattle and King County, is growing at one of the fastest
rates of any city in the country, bringing more families. How can the City of
Seattle and King County build capacity to serve the early learning, expanded
learning and child care needs for the growing number of children in this
increasingly costly environment? (150 word limit)

What are your ideas for how the city and county can insure a built
environment that supports people who are older and or living with
disabilities? (150 word limit)

What do you know about the immigrants & refugees who reside and work in
the district you would represent? What are the top two barriers to their
success in the United States? What policies or strategies can the City of
Seattle and King County put in place, or enhance, to remove these barriers?
(250 word limit)


