
SHSC 2017 Candidate's Forum Online Survey

The �rst step in our 2017 Candidate's Forum,  an opportunity for you to communicate critical information on your 
ideas and strategies to voters to consult as they vote in the current primary election. We will be inviting the two 
candidates for each seat as decided in the primary, to attend our forum on 9/20/17. Thank you for your participation!

info@jennyforseattle.com

Jenny Durkan

Mayor of Seattle

Email address *

Name *

For which position are you running? *



While our city is prospering, there are many unmet needs that fall disproportionately on the 
most marginalized communities. Too many go without basic human rights including: housing, 
comprehensive health care, education or employment opportunities. More people are relying 
on emergency food services for their daily needs, and families face even more di�culty in the 
summer without help from school lunch programs. 

Housing in Seattle has become too expensive. Too many people are being shut out or 
displaced. There are nearly 3,900 unsheltered people living on the streets, in tents, abandoned 
buildings, and vehicles in Seattle. There are another 4,700 people in shelters and transitional 
housing who need permanent homes. That’s unacceptable.   

Many of our poorest neighbors lack access to affordable and holistic addiction or mental 
health services. While the Medicaid expansion and the ACA provide greater access to health 
care services, there are still many unmet healthcare needs.

Racism has affected my life, and the life of every American.  We have been slow to admit the 
deep impacts of our history of slavery. The struggle of African Americans to attain basic rights 
– including dignity and respect --  has been the de�ning issue of our country’s history.   
I came of age in the 60’s and 70’s.  As a child, I watched a powerful governor physically block 
students from seeking education – because they were black.  The struggle and anguish of 
those years were palpable, and etched themselves on who I am.  I remember where I was 
when Martin Luther King, Jr. and Bobby Kennedy were gunned down.   
One of those who was blocked by Gov. George Wallace, Vivian Malone, had a sister who forged 
her own path by becoming a doctor. That doctor, Sharon Malone, married a young man named 
Eric Holder. I had the great privilege of working with him, and serving on his advisory 
committee. I saw �rst hand his dedication to opening the �oodgates of justice.  He inspired me 
to be a US Attorney that worked every day to make our community not just safer – but more 
just.   
I wanted to be a lawyer since I was young – to �ght for what was right and help people achieve 
justice. I never dreamed I would have the honor of doing so for our �rst black President and 
our �rst black Attorney General. We have made progress. But there are many miles to travel.

What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in the district you
would represent? (150 word limit)

How has racism affected your life? (250 word limit)



We need to create more housing options in this city but must also stop the huge displacement 
of people that growth and increased prices are causing. As mayor, I will: 
Maximize the resources made available through HALA’s Mandatory Housing Affordability 
requirement, while ensuring implementation provides the expected bene�ts and mitigates 
impacts; 
Continue to support public housing development, and the redevelopment of Yesler terrace 
Advocate for key property tax reforms in Olympia to reduce the tax burden for older and lower 
income homeowners and landlords providing affordable housing; 
Support transit-oriented development to ensure that a range of  housing is built in areas within 
walking distance to transit. We must capitalize upon the promise of ST3 to create affordable, 
vibrant new neighborhoods, with small businesses and restaurants; 
Diversify housing options such as permitted mother-in-laws, accessory dwelling units and 
other density options. 

What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve
affordable housing in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those
things happen? (150 word limit)



Our next mayor will oversee billions of dollars in new infrastructure projects; if elected, I will 
work for those communities most impacted to ensure they have a voice and their needs are 
protected. Similarly, the Mandatory Housing Affordability requirement will yield thousands of 
new affordable housing units throughout the city by providing incentives to developers. The 
City must guarantee that we obtain the promised bene�ts and that real housing options are 
delivered citywide. Fair growth requires an investment back into the communities and 
neighborhoods where development occurs. This must be part of any strategy to mitigate the 
impacts of displacement caused by increased density and growth.   

Public and private partnerships in neighborhoods are a way to create vibrant, healthy 
communities where the private market alone has not done enough. As mayor, I would work 
diligently to achieve equitable outcomes for all as our city continues to grow and thrive. 

Finally, we must cultivate and protect strong family wage jobs, so people can afford to remain 
in the city. This requires a robust combination of apprenticeship programs, enforcing labor 
laws and workforce agreements and keeping/attracting a range of employment opportunities. 
We must expand opportunities for women and minority-owned businesses. The training, 
education and development of our local workforce is critical. We want to �ll the growing 
number of jobs – from the trades to tech workers – from right here in Seattle.

What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve
affordable housing for marginalized populations in their traditional Seattle
neighborhoods? What steps would you take to make those things happen?
(250 word limit)



Lack of access to food is a real and growing problem in our city: in 2013, 12% of Seattle adults 
faced food hardship, up from only 6% in 2010. As we grow, many neighborhoods, especially in 
communities of color, low-income, immigrant, and refugee communities live in food deserts, 
without access to healthy food.  
We must make sure services are accessible, especially for those without access to the internet 
or who require language services. As mayor, I will ensure that programs such as the Fresh 
Bucks and the Good Food Programs are well-resourced, especially with new revenue being 
generated from the recently passed sweetened beverages tax. We must prioritize young 
children through the school lunches program and the Summer Food Service Program. I will 
focus on livability in addition to affordability when planning how our city will grow, including 
healthy food access into our holistic vision of what communities need.

Describe how you would represent your constituents to ensure there is a
pathway to emergency food services for all who need it. What policies and
investments would you support so that residents across Seattle and King
County, have equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food?
(150 word limit)



Government plays a critical role in responding to these pervasive issues. There must be a 
combination of education, treatment services (for victims and perpetrators), and civil and 
criminal enforcement. We must work �rst to prevent such violence, and then ensure that 
victims are provided support and essential services.   

As a private lawyer I represented a number of victims of sexual assault and/or domestic 
violence. As US Attorney, I made the investigation and prosecution of human tra�cking and 
exploitation of women a priority. My o�ce co-chaired WashACT—the Washington Advisory 
Committee on Tra�cking. The task force includes federal, state and local law enforcement and 
a range of community groups and victim advocates. I helped obtain additional resources for 
this task force. As mayor, I would continue to prioritize preventing and responding to 
commercial sexual exploitation wherever possible. 
As mayor, I will ensure the city and our partners provide culturally-competent services. I will 
make sure our police are well-trained and understand the nature of these crimes, so that they 
are able to respond appropriately and treat victims with respect and dignity. Our city funding 
can be better directed toward evidence-based practices that focus on families and prevention. 

What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to
domestic violence, sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation?
(200 word limit)



The homeless crisis is a regional issue, and needs to be addressed as such. As mayor, I would 
commit to exploring with King County (and other jurisdictions) a regional partnership for 
services targeting people experiencing homelessness. This approach would reduce 
administrative overhead and better coordinate service delivery. The current fragmented system
—with King County providing the bulk of mental health services and Seattle sheltering most 
single homeless adults, for example—must be streamlined if we are going to make headway 
on solving the crisis.  
Creating affordable housing and removing barriers to permanent housing must be done 
holistically and based on each individual’s or family’s needs. This requires not just temporary 
shelter alternatives, but also requires addressing a variety of complex challenges, including 
employment, affordable housing, and addiction and mental health services. 

Providing greater access to high quality and affordable childcare is a critical issue. Equitable, 
affordable, high quality childcare and early learning programs bene�t families, especially low-
income and working families. We also know that when we invest in these programs early, we 
provide better opportunities and support systems for our young people to succeed throughout 
their lives.  
As mayor, I will support programs such as ECEAP that provide access to high quality childcare 
to the low-income families that need it. I would identify opportunities to create new spaces to 
house licensed child care facilities, including equipping and remodeling community center 
space to make it available for child care and quality preschool uses. Additionally, we can 
increase the sliding scale funding and eligibility thresholds of the City’s existing child care 
assistance program for working and middle income families to provide more families with 
subsidies for child care.

The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King
County is increasing and local, county, state, and federal resources must
increase in order for us to help and house people. How will you ensure that
your role, as one of many local elected o�cials, supports a robust regional
response to homelessness? (150 word limit)

The population of Seattle and King County, is growing at one of the fastest
rates of any city in the country, bringing more families. How can the City of
Seattle and King County build capacity to serve the early learning, expanded
learning and child care needs for the growing number of children in this
increasingly costly environment? (150 word limit)



Our built environment must re�ect our values of equitable access for all who live and work in 
Seattle. We must ensure that, as we build more and more affordable housing, there are units 
designed for seniors and people living with disabilities. We must also ensure that in creating 
“livable” communities, all people are able to access our public transit systems, community 
amenities, and social services.  
For seniors or people living with disabilities, we must do all that we can as a city to help them 
stay in their homes. Currently, seniors earning $40,000 annually or less can qualify for reduced 
property taxes. I will work to raise the threshold so more Seattle seniors can qualify and will be 
able to afford to remain in their homes. I’ll work with transit agencies, non-pro�ts, taxi 
companies, and car and rideshare services to offer subsidized rides for seniors.

What are your ideas for how the city and county can insure a built
environment that supports people who are older and or living with
disabilities? (150 word limit)



Seattle is home to many diverse immigrant communities, from all over the globe.  Over 132 
languages are spoken in our public schools.  The problems we face as a city hit our 
immigrants, refugees, and communities of color �rst and hardest. Two of the most signi�cant 
barriers faced by immigrants in the United States are the lack of economic opportunity and the 
lack of civic empowerment – both result from institutionalized barriers that have cut off our 
immigrant and refugee communities from opportunity.  
The City must examine the ways these barriers, such as lack of access to capital, language 
barriers, and lack of culturally competent support, are unintentionally perpetuated by City 
policies and procedures. I am committed to reaching out to our immigrant and refugee 
communities to ensure their voices are heard by city government, and that our city policies are 
addressing their needs. I support inclusive hiring for key positions, language accessible 
programs and publications, translation and interpretation services, and citizenship classes. 
If elected, I also want to create new partnerships and build upon existing ones with community 
organizations to provide greater support for immigrant-owned businesses. We must ensure 
that our investments in city infrastructure provide life-building opportunities for those 
historically excluded from public works contracts. I will continue to support the O�ce of 
Immigrants and Refugees and ensure that our city supports the Legal Defense Fund to protect 
immigrants and refugees unjustly at risk in the Trump Administration. 
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What do you know about the immigrants & refugees who reside and work in
the district you would represent? What are the top two barriers to their
success in the United States? What policies or strategies can the City of
Seattle and King County put in place, or enhance, to remove these barriers?
(250 word limit)

Would you like to receive an email copy of your answers?
Yes
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