
Answers from Tim Burgess 

Q2:  For which position are you running? 
Seattle City Council At-Large Position 8, one of two citywide positions. 

Q3:  What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
Seattle has many unmet human service needs, including a lack of affordable housing for those making 
under 60% of Area Median Income, families that experience food insecurity, and quite severe and chronic 
homelessness. 

Q4:  How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
I am a white male. I understand the privilege I have experienced in my life and my responsibilities, 
especially as a public official. Earlier today (May 27) I visited Emerson Elementary School in southeast 
Seattle where 90% of the students are in the free lunch program. Most of the kids at Emerson are 
children of color. I participated in a Book Up Fair, a program that provides 12 free books for summer 
reading to every student in the school. I helped the children choose their books. My heart went out to 
these kids because for many these 12 books will create their first home library. Sadly, poverty and race 
are predictors of the future for these kids. And that’s why creating strong neighborhoods is so important. 
Place matters. Strong neighborhoods are created when there is a mix of incomes, racial diversity, locally 
trusted institutions (e.g., schools, community centers, libraries, churches, etc.), and safe streets and 
sidewalks. But race is often a definer of place—how city services are delivered, how the police interact 
with the community, environmental impacts and our response to them, economic opportunity, the quality 
or perceived quality of schools and so forth. We have a very long history where race has played this 
predictive role and it requires a very intentional effort to move away from that. 

Q5:  What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 
in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
In 2013, my office crafted the Council resolution that led to the hiring of outside experts to help us wrestle 
with affordable housing issues and resulted in the linkage fee concept. As you know, the Council will 
receive the Mayor’s recommendations in late June related to affordable housing actions. I voted to 
support the linkage fee concept, but I believe we can do more. I favor mandatory incentive zoning, 
meaning developers would have to provide affordable housing or pay-in-lieu regardless of whether they 
took advantage of the benefits of the rezone, much like the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Federal Way and 
Bellingham already require. I also favor increased density in our Urban Villages and Centers and along 
major transportation corridors which and contribute to greater housing production. 

Q6:  Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 
emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 
residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 
word limit) 
. I have been a strong supporter of our emergency food bank network and will continue to do so. I also 
would like to see us experiment more with mobile food options for our so-called “food deserts.” 

Q7:  What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
This is an area where I have been particularly engaged—raising funds for the city’s first residential safe 
haven for prostituted children, supportive of the Police Department’s shift to viewing people coerced into 
prostitution as victims instead of criminal suspects, supportive of city and state laws aimed at reducing 
sexual exploitation, and an advocate for restoration of the city’s dedicated office for domestic violence and 
sexual assault. Government has the responsibility to help change our cultural norms about domestic 
violence, sexual assault and exploitation 

Q8:  The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 
and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 



people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 
level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 
role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
The city government has a major role to play in addressing homelessness, from working to prevent 
homelessness, to providing adequate and supportive emergency shelter, to providing a path out of 
homelessness. Our Human Services Department recently published a report on how we are doing with 
these services and it is clear that we have much to do to improve our response. I am a strong supporter 
of where Catherine Lester is headed in increasing accountability and measuring outcomes. I believe we 
should fully embrace the Housing First approach. I believe the city should adopt a policy that no families 
or children should ever be left to sleep outside on our streets or sidewalks. 

Q9:  The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 
bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 
needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
Since arriving on the Council, I have been a strong voice for robust early learning programs. I was the 
lead architect of the Seattle Preschool Program that was adopted by 69.2% of Seattle voters last 
November. This program is designed to improve early learning opportunities for Seattle children and to 
increase the professionalism of the staff serving these kids through compensation on par with our K-12 
education teachers, training and tuition payments for teachers, and classroom coaches and mentors. I am 
also a member of the Cradle to College Coalition which is focused on early learning, expanding 
opportunities for professional development, and lifting the quality of care for 0-3 age children through 
increased training for caregivers and higher levels of compensation. Investing early pays huge dividends 
and we should be doing more. 

Q10:  What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 
who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
The Council formed a commission on disabilities so we could obtain counsel on this very question. Their 
advice has been insightful and welcomed. Specifically, we can make sure sidewalks are wide enough to 
accommodate people with disabilities. We can continue to install corner curb cuts. We can expand transit 
service, as we are doing. And we can make sure the elderly and people with disabilities can afford to live 
in the city by expanding the amount of affordable housing stock in the city. 


