
Answers from Sally Bagshaw 

 

Q2: For which position are you running? 

Seattle City Council District 7 

 

Q3: What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 

I am a Downtown resident and current city councilmember. I strongly support our Human Services budget of 

approximately $135 million. I know the last One Night Count showed we had 3,372 people without shelter county-

wide and over 10,000 people without steady housing. Mental health, addictions, poverty contribute to the problem. 

 

Q4: How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 

I am a hard working caucasian female who has reached out to others to help them succeed as well. My intentions are 

to learn more, listen more, and promote and support others looking through our social justice lens. 

 

Q5: What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 

in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 

The Mayor's HALA Committee has offered the best opportunity yet to strategically improve housing for no income, 

low income, and affordable housing. Transit oriented development, micro housing, ADU's and DADU's are promising, 

to be paid for through impact fees, housing levy, MFTE, and inclusionary zoning policies. 

 

Q6: Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 

emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 

residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 

word limit) 

Food deserts and a lack of fresh, healthy food options are too prevalent in our low-income neighborhoods. We need 

to work with our neighborhood service providers and community leaders to continue the work of identifying and 

supporting neighborhoods that need the most help, adjusting zoning and regulations to open stores and farmers 

markets dedicated to supporting them. We also need to increase funding for our shelters, food banks, and emergency 

service providers so they can access healthy food options for the people who need it the most. On a side note, I 

conceived and chaired the YWCA Kitchen Cabinet project, creating fully furnished kitchens and apartments for 

women recently brought in off the streets. 

 

Q7: What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 

sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 

My office at the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office was in vanguard of providing support for women through 

the Victim’s Assistance Unit. There is no place for tolerance of sexual abuse in our society. I have personally 

supported YWCA, Washington Women in Need, King County Sexual Assault Center and other organizations 

dedicated to this cause. As a current Seattle Councilmember, I strongly support the network of advocacy for victims 

of domestic violence. I will continue to do so. 

 

Q8: The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 

and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 

people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 

level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 

role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 

Homelessness is a public health and public safety crisis–for those who are unsheltered and for everyone else in our 

broader community. During my time on Council, I have consistently focused on implementing important projects to 

help the homeless. For example, I have added funding for hygiene services at locations like the Urban Rest Stop and 

I have advocated for a program to install lockers for the homeless in public spaces. I have also worked closely with 

business leaders, human service providers, and our police to coordinate our efforts and resources. Realizing that this 



is not enough, I have worked with regional faith leaders and the Mayor’s Office to coordinate and expand temporary 

shelters across the region. I will continue to advocate for and expand projects such as these. As I often say, there’s 

no silver bullet to solve problems this complex but there is silver buckshot. 

 

Q9: The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 

bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 

needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 

My goal is to make our Seattle Public Schools so good that people want to move here for the jobs and quality of life 

and STAY because their children will get the best education. This past year we created a new Universal Pre-K 

program, involved the community in creating high quality preschool for all four-year-olds to ready them for 

kindergarten, while supporting innovative programs through our Family and Education Levy. Previously, we funded 

an important program for first time mothers called the Nurse-Family Partnership. This is a data-proven program that 

makes a big difference. I have worked with Cleveland HS and businesses to promote our STEM education 

opportunities. I have worked closely with the local higher-education leaders with our community colleges, the 

University of Washington, Seattle University and most recently with Seattle Pacific University to align our education 

programs and promote internship projects for families and students. Most importantly, to truly improve education 

outcomes across the board, we need to get to the root of the poverty problem, and that starts with a systemic 

approach to deal with economic inequities and their impacts. 

 

Q10: What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 

who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 

I have had first hand experience with parent care service needs. Seven years ago, my 90-year old father moved in 

with my husband and me. Until he died, we organized his care and personally took on all of his needs. We were with 

him before and after work, and provided care for him (“taxes to toenails”) in his apartment. Also, my husband has 

been diagnosed with FSH Muscular Dystrophy, an increasingly debilitating disease. I work every day with him and 

local researchers at the University of Washington to improve physical conditions in the city for him. I am learning what 

makes life easier not just for him, but for others with physical limitations. 

 


