
Answers from Rob Johnson 

Q2:  For which position are you running? 
Seattle City Council District / Position 4 

Q3:  What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
We have a huge homelessness problem, not just is District 4, but city wide. I’m a supporter of increased 
encampments in our city and support CM Sawant’s amendment to study the impacts of allowing 
encampments in residential areas. If elected, I’ll work to ensure that the homeless are not redlined out of 
certain neighborhoods in our city. I would work to ensure that any new encampments allowed are placed 
near frequent transit service and that we have the social service workers available to get tent city 
residents access to the services they need. District 4 also has a strong community of elderly residents 
and supporters in North East Seattle Together. We need to make sure that the folks who helped to build 
our city into the fantastic place it is are receiving better support in terms of transportation, home 
maintenance services, and more, so that they can age in place. 

Q4:  How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
As a cisgendered, straight, white male, I’m very aware of the privilege that I have been afforded by my 
race and other identities. I’m a 5th generation Seattleite in a city that has a history of redlining 
communities of color, immigrant communities, and low income families to the outskirts of the city in and/or 
near industrial areas. I have had the privilege of avoiding the subsequent results - including longer 
commute times, more traffic, wider roads, less tree canopy, less investment, food deserts, less funding for 
schools, higher crime rates, increased pollution, and other challenges that lead to a downward spiral of 
social inequity - for myself and my family. This is why I have worked for the last 10 years on more 
equitable transit solutions. Recent articles in the New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/07/
upshot/transportation-emerges-as-crucial-to-escaping-poverty.html?_r=0&abt=0002&abg=0) continue to 
highlight what I’ve always advocated for; that access to good public transit is one of the few opportunities 
to ensure a pathway out of poverty and into the middle class. I’ve worked closely with the city’s the Office 
of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, nonprofits like Got Green, Puget Sound Sage, One America, ACRS, 
and El Centro de la Raza and will continue to be a champion to ensure that those that are most likely to 
be impacted by the effects of social inequity receive the public infrastructure investments to ensure we 
are reversing historical disinvestment in these neighborhoods. 

Q5:  What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 
in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
Increase the funds in 2016’s housing levy, explore more housing on public lands, work more closely with 
Sound Transit on surplus properties to build more transit oriented and affordable housing developments, 
and advocate for a $100M affordable housing fund in ST3. We need to increase height limits around light 
rail stations. Get the authority from Olympia (if we don’t have it already) to implement a land value tax to 
flatten out our construction booms and busts. Home weatherization work the city did during the Obama 
stimulus package should be expanded while working with groups like Got Green to include a strong social 
equity and local hire component. Pass legislation establishing property tax exemptions in exchange for 
rent stabilization, focusing on older buildings that undertake significant energy efficiency upgrades. We 
can also ease the restrictions on building Mother-In-Law, ADU, and DADU’s to allow for more alley and 
backyard developments. 

Q6:  Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 
emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 
residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 
word limit) 
I’d like to open an office in the district. Whether it’s helping to fix potholes, reducing red tape, or getting 
assistance to prevent wage theft, I want to be accessible to the 80,000+ people that live in District 4. Our 
office would be an information hub for those that are seeking resources such as our emergency food 
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system; the place that those in need come to see which shelters are open, which food banks are serving 
which foods, where culturally-appropriate and healthy food can be found. Having dietary restrictions 
shouldn’t mean that someone goes hungry or undernourished. I would like to expand the current Urban 
Rest Stop model into other neighborhoods and see more funding for food banks and other community 
service organizations, as well as do more than just analyze our city data to identify food deserts, but 
actually put resources into eliminating them. 

Q7:  What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
We need to do all that we can to prevent any and all forms of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
commercial sexual exploitation through multi-pronged efforts of education, intervention, and enforcement. 
Education is the focal point - we can leverage our Seattle Colleges to not only produce and distribute 
information on victim’s rights, but also as a venue to host workshops and forums in hopes of bringing 
people out the darkness of these crimes. Anecdotally, I’ve heard from several advocates in the community 
that there has been an increase in car camping due to a lack of shelter space, which has left families and 
women particularly vulnerable. We need to increase access and the resources provided to women’s 
shelters as intervention to dangerous environments of violence, assault, and exploitation. Continuing to 
work with law enforcement on LEAD strategies (including expansion of the LEAD program and funding for 
additional coordination between service providers and SPD) would also be a priority of mine. Finally, we 
need to ensure that we’re enforcing laws against offenders and maintaining our offenders database to 
ensure those who have caused the most harm don’t have an opportunity to hurt others. 

Q8:  The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 
and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 
people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 
level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 
role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
As mentioned above, I’m a supporter of increased encampments in our city. With Districts, we have to 
ensure local neighborhoods aren’t redlining the homeless out of certain areas. I’d work to increase 
funding for longer hours at our libraries, community centers, and non-profits like Solid Ground and 
churches that have been hosting car campers and tent encampments to ensure more regular and 
consistent access to basic facilities. I’m a proponent of the Housing First model which we have used in 
this region for a long time. Giving housing to those with mental illness and substance abuse problems and 
then working with them to get treatment and assistance has been a proven path to reducing the number 
of individuals that end up homeless again. We should prioritize those kinds of proven techniques to 
ensure that we’re having the best impact we can to reduce homelessness in Seattle and in the region. 

Q9:  The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 
bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 
needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
As the father of three, early learning and child care are extremely personal issues. My wife decided not to 
go back to work because child-care cost more than her salary. Currently there is no city councilmember 
with kids in public schools, and I think that the needs of young families are not currently reflected. We 
need greater collaboration and accountability. To accommodate our city’s growing student population, we 
need to guarantee city government works with the School District to ensure there’s sufficient number of 
rooms to keep class sizes down while maintaining quality. Increasing collaboration between libraries, 
parks, and transportation departments and Seattle’s public schools is a priority of mine to ensure all 
students, particularly students of color and low income, have access to good year-round tutoring and 
educational after school opportunities. Finally, it’s important that we significantly expand the voter-
approved pre-K education program through greater public and private investment. 

Q10:  What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 
who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
As an urban planner I think a lot about placemaking, land use, and community development. Nearly 30% 
of Seattle’s land is paved for roads, which I believe we should be repurposing to increase protected bike 
lanes, provide more transit only priority lanes, repurpose streets for community placemaking, parklets, 



and plazas. By rechannelizing our roads we can make sure to provide for those that need the most 
assistance. Through my work at Transportation Choices coalition, I led the passage of the recent ballot 
measure to expand bus service in our city, which consists of not only the largest service increase in 
service hours in the history of Seattle, but also maintained and increased access to reduced fare to 
seniors and low-income folks. This was a huge win for folks from all backgrounds, but especially older, 
low-income, and disabled persons who use public transit as their primary means of transportation. 


