
Answers from Lorena Gonzalez 

Q2:  For which position are you running? 
Seattle City Council, Position 9 (At-Large) 

Q3:  What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
As a citywide candidate, I am focused on addressing the unmet basic human needs of the entire city. In 
Seattle we have a range of issues we must address, including but not limited to, declining community 
health and human services that alleviate hunger, homelessness, domestic violence, youth violence, 
institutional racism and economic inequality. Every district in Seattle faces these challenges, and there 
need to be varying strategies to address all these. In Southwest Seattle there are varying health concerns 
in the industrial neighborhoods, in the Southeast there are concerns of youth violence and economic 
inequality. In the North ends of town we have to work to eliminate domestic violence and homelessness. 
Each district is facing its own challenges and it will take varying efforts and partnerships with communities 
to ensure that all their problems are identified and presented with equitable solutions. 

Q4:  How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
As a person of color, I personally feel the burden and privilege of the responsibility to fight for other 
people of color every day. I have often found myself at very powerful tables where I’m often the only 
person of color and typically the only person with a lived experience with poverty. I grew up in a rural 
community in a migrant farmworker family of 8, where our family’s income was never more than $60,000 
per year and often less. Our only saving grace was the fact that my parents – in spite of having no formal 
education or speaking English – saved enough money to buy a 2-bedroom, 1 bath home. When I was 
about 10 years old, that home was destroyed in a fire and my family of 7 but soon to be 8 was displaced 
for about a year. When we moved back into my childhood home, it was a 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom home; 
practically a mansion in my eyes! In spite of the expansion, we were often crammed, especially because 
many of our family members from Mexico (all undocumented) lived with us for several months throughout 
the year before finding their own home. Although for me, this experience took place outside of Seattle, I 
know that people of color and especially immigrants and refugees in our City, experience similar struggles 
every day. Because of my own lived experience I will view all policy issues and proposed solutions 
through a strong race and social justice equity lens. 

Q5:  What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 
in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
All available options should be explored to ensure that Seattle maximizes every opportunity to remain an 
affordable and equitable place to live. I support advocating that the federal and state government prioritize 
dedicated sources of funding to the National and State Housing Trust Fund, prioritize funding for 
affordable housing in the City’s budget and search for less regressive tools to create a steady revenue 
stream for these purposes, including the linkage fee, prioritize preservation and construction of affordable 
housing near transit, especially for extremely low income and very low income households, increasing 
tenant protections that prevent landlords from discriminating against people because of prior criminal 
convictions, income sources or unfair credit reporting of evictions, protecting and bolstering revenue to 
programs that prevent people from losing existing housing or that allows extremely low income and very 
low income people from accessing affordable housing (rental assistance, vouchers, subsidized housing, 
utility assistance, food programs, etc.), relaxing restrictions on mother-in-law units and backyard cottages 
and creating a pathway to homeownership. 

Q6:  Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 
emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 
residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 
word limit) 
Access to food is critical. As a child, my family often relied on the generosity of food banks throughout the 
year to make ends meet. I will continue to support, promote the expansion of, and find consistent funding 
sources for the City’s current efforts to eliminate hunger, which impacts so many aspects of our lives. The 
Human Services Department’s Emergency Food Services program is a program that needs to be fully 



supported by the council. The programs should be analyzed for effectiveness just like other programs, but 
they currently are doing amazing work with supporting community food banks, food distribution programs, 
and meal programs. The program does a great job of partnering with over 40 diverse, community 
organizations to provide adequate, culturally appropriate, and healthy food. In addition to this, working 
with our providers to ensure that our most vulnerable, specifically our youth, to promote programs like the 
nonprofit TeenFeed that take unique approaches to address the hunger needs of our homeless youth. 

Q7:  What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
We must together set a goal for our city to be a place where these things are eliminated. For a variety of 
reasons stemming from fear, dependence, embarrassment or self-blame, many victims fail to report 
abuse, to take preventative measures, or to follow up on actions against the perpetrators. For example, 
even so, outside of property crime, domestic violence calls are the most common calls that the Seattle 
Police Department has to respond to. This is unacceptable. The Mayor currently houses the Office 
Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault, where they have worked diligently to bring more awareness to the 
pervasiveness of this problem. The Human Services Department invests more than $4.9 million annually 
in services and programs designed to address domestic violence, sexual assault, and commercial sexual 
exploitation. The city must assess the effectiveness of these programs, and ensure that they are able to 
sustain their progress with appropriate funding levels as well. City Council must work in coordination with 
providers and help take the lead on getting people to work together. 

Q8:  The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 
and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 
people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 
level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 
role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
As a citywide candidate, this will be a critical challenge. I believe that I have the leadership, skills and 
training to be able to – in conjunction with the other at-large candidate – anchor the broader policy issues 
that impact every corner of the city. I am fortunate to have pre-existing relationships with several 
incumbent city councilmembers and all of the department directors and understand how the departments 
implement policy. Moreover, over the past year, I was the Mayor’s Legal Counsel and in that role 
developed a deep understanding of the broader issues that are impacting our city as a whole. Lastly, as 
an attorney, I am trained to evaluate a significant amount of information, in an adversarial context and 
make difficult decisions. These are all characteristics that will be significant for a citywide candidate to 
have. 

Q9:  The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 
bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 
needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
The pre-K plan that was approved overwhelmingly by voters last November is a great first step.   The 4-
year pilot would ramp up to serving 2,000 kids by 2018.   I think this is a methodical approach, allows us 
to learn about how we achieve high-quality preschool that replicates proven models in Boston and New 
Jersey.   We have nearly 12,000, 3 and 4 year olds in Seattle (and that number is growing), so we have a 
ways to go before we truly reach universal pre-k.   But I think it is wise for the City to start where there is 
deepest need (low-income, low-academic achievement neighborhoods) and grow the program when we 
have a better grounding in how best to deliver results. I’m also supportive of King County’s Best Starts as 
a holistic approach to laying the foundation for preparing kids to do their best learning. 

Q10:  What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 
who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
We must work with city and providers to provide a safe, healthy and culturally appropriate infrastructure 
that can accommodate our aging population. In addition to providing the disabled and aging populations 
with a place to live, we must ensure that they are safe in their community. The human services 
department also heads efforts to ensure that we are providing our vulnerable with services that match our 
city’s values, but as a City Council member I would continue support these efforts by educating our 
residents to the difficulties these populations face and how often they are overlooked when determining 



the reach of our safety net. As we look at our transit planning we must include accommodations for our 
aging population and ensure that our sidewalks and roadways are safe for the aging. And that the 
environment being created combats the isolation that seniors often feel. 


