
Answers from Kshama Sawant 

 

 

Q2: For which position are you running? 

Seattle City Council, District 3 

 

Q3: What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 

Our neighborhoods are rapidly being gentrified by corporate developers. Rents are rising far faster than incomes, and 

forcing people who have lived in the district for decades to relocate. Long-standing communities such as the 

historically African American Central Area are being broken up. Skyrocketing rents hit us especially hard, with renters 

making up 61% of D3. Although we passed a historic new minimum wage law, a quarter of D3 residents still live on 

less than $25,000/year. Many work low wage service industry jobs. Seattle has seen a scandalous increase in the 

population of homeless people, along with inadequate services for the homeless. There is also highly inadequate 

funding for access to mental health services, services for the disabled, veterans, seniors, youth and families in crisis. 

Crimes against LGBQT people are on the rise in D3, and the police are not doing enough to combat this. 

 

Q4: How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 

As an immigrant woman of color race has played important role in my life. I am of Indian ancestry, born in Pune, 

India. My experience observing poverty and the Indian caste system in my native country helped shape my political 

views. Yet when I moved to the United States, I was shocked by the level of poverty I saw in stark contrast to the vast 

wealth of this country. While there was no caste system in the US, it was abundantly clear that poverty was deeply 

tied together with racism. It was with this in mind that I decided to abandon my career as a computer engineer. I 

instead studied economics in order to better understand economic inequality, and later turned to activism and politics 

to work for systemic social change. As a prominent socialist Councilmember, I have had to deal with a regular 

barrage of, both implicit and explicit, racist and anti-immigrant insults. More importantly, my office receives calls 

constantly from constituents who face the twin evils of racism and economic exploitation. I worked closely with 

Harborview workers, the majority of whom were East African immigrants, in a successful effort to end racial 

discrimination at their work. In the fight to stop the 400% rent hikes at SHA, the corporate media attempted to turn the 

broader public against the SHA residents by deploying racial code words and stereotypes. 

 

Q5: What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 

in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 

As an immigrant woman of color race has played important role in my life. I am of Indian ancestry, born in Pune, 

India. My experience observing poverty and the Indian caste system in my native country helped shape my political 

views. Yet when I moved to the United States, I was shocked by the level of poverty I saw in stark contrast to the vast 

wealth of this country. While there was no caste system in the US, it was abundantly clear that poverty was deeply 

tied together with racism. It was with this in mind that I decided to abandon my career as a computer engineer. I 

instead studied economics in order to better understand economic inequality, and later turned to activism and politics 

to work for systemic social change. As a prominent socialist Councilmember, I have had to deal with a regular 

barrage of, both implicit and explicit, racist and anti-immigrant insults. More importantly, my office receives calls 

constantly from constituents who face the twin evils of racism and economic exploitation. I worked closely with 

Harborview workers, the majority of whom were East African immigrants, in a successful effort to end racial 

discrimination at their work. In the fight to stop the 400% rent hikes at SHA, the corporate media attempted to turn the 

broader public against the SHA residents by deploying racial code words and stereotypes. 

 

Q6: Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 

emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 

residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 

word limit) 

The fact is that the resources available for community nutrition, food banks, and other resources for the hungry and 

low-income in Seattle is woefully insufficient. We need to provide substantially more funding in the City budget for a 

broad network of culturally-appropriate, healthy food providers. Some of the specific actions I advocate include giving 



neighborhoods facing disproportionate food insecurity land to grow communal gardens and subsidizing the costs of 

healthy foods, so it would no longer be cheaper to buy junk food. Last year I moved an amendment to the City Budget 

to fully fund the SHSC proposal of an additional $30 million for 2015, to significantly improve their ability to care for 

the needs of our most vulnerable residents, including community nutrition. Unfortunately, I was the only council 

member to support this essential funding, while the majority on the council supported spending billions of dollars on 

the Bertha boondoggle. 

Q7: What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 

sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 

We need to expand the city’s programs to prevent domestic violence and help survivors, by expanding housing 

alternatives and temporary shelters for those leaving abusive relationships. My amendment to the City budget last 

year to increase human service funding by $30 million would have gone a long way towards these needs. Seattle has 

seen a surge in discrimination against the LGBTQ community on Capitol Hill. As a councilmember I hosted a town 

hall with over 300 people to create a safe space for public testimony from the LGBTQ community. We shared 

experiences and strategies to defeat anti-LBGTQ and sexual assaults. Along with community leaders, I am working 

on improving public safety and reducing sexual assaults by expanding Metro late-night service, and funding anti-hate 

crime community groups to organize night watches and empower our communities. But although providing services is 

absolutely critical, a further step must be taken. One of our most important responsibilities is to lead, support, and 

promote the women’s and LGBTQ movements that arise. The self-activity and participation in mass movements is 

what empowers women and LGBTQ people most of all. I have been proud to be the only Councilmember to attend 

TransPride the past two years. 

 

Q8: The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 

and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 

people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 

level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 

role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 

I fully agree. While I look forward to serving as D3’s representative, the majority of problems each of our districts face 

can only be addressed on a city-wide (and regional and national) basis. I will continue to be a fierce advocate for fully 

funding our human services, and an emergency plan to offer decent shelter for the homeless people on Seattle’s 

streets. I will continue to lead the effort to fund this through implementing progressive taxes, including a millionaire’s 

tax, taxing large corporations, and ending City handouts and subsidies to developers and big business. I will continue 

to fight for city-wide affordable housing solutions like I outlined in my previous answer. My record as a 

Councilmember demonstrates my commitment to supporting the homeless. For example, along with council member 

Licata, I led the way for the City to fund transitional encampments in Seattle for the first time. 

 

Q9: The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 

bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 

needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 

I voted for our new universal pre-K program, which represents an important beginning. However, we still have a long 

way to go to implement it in a universal fashion. In particular we need: 1) Early education and care programs must be 

accessible to all families. I stand for free education and care for pre-school kids or, at minimum, place strict limits on 

the percentage of income that families should have to pay. 2) We need to raise the pay for early education, childcare, 

workers and providers to at least $15/hour. Workers need to be empowered to form unions and collectively bargain. 

3) We need to support professional development for all teachers and care providers. Quality standards and 

expectations should be shaped with the input from early educators themselves. In my second term, I will also work 

towards establishing affordable, high-quality childcare for all. Including for our low-income residents. 

 

Q10: What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 

who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 

The city should work with disabled activists to launch an educational program about the rights of the disabled. The 

city should set diversity requirements and standards for Seattle government jobs, and stronger standards on access 

for disabled people in new housing and commercial construction. It is already quite a feat for seniors and disabled 



people to try to survive on the little benefits they do receive, including the growing challenge of remaining in your 

home as you age. I am pushing the Council to demand an end to the state ban on rent control, and to tax millionaires 

and corporations to provide more public assistance to the elderly and people with disabilities. This could fund locally 

based programs that will further supplement Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security. Not to mention providing 

wellness resources in everything from senior community centers, nutrition, exercise, and mental health. 

 

 


