
Answers from Jonathan Grant 

 

Q2: For which position are you running? 

Position 8 Seattle City Council 

 

Q3: What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 

Prior to being the Director of the Tenants Union, I used to work in the homeless prevention division of Solid Ground, 

and for 10 years I have been a team captain on the One Night Count. I have been on the frontline of providing 

emergency services, and actually understand how the safety net intersects itself in the provision of food assistance, 

shelter, domestic violence services, and legal aid. Our community suffers due to a structural deficit in our budget in a 

time of growing hunger, homelessness, and job insecurity. In my time as a member of the Steering Committee of the 

King County Alliance for Human Services the need for a dedicated revenue source for human services has never 

been clearer. I will bring leadership to City Council to make this a priority. 

 

Q4: How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 

Race has been a primary influence in my life. As a white man I have benefited from generations of accrued unearned 

advantages that have enabled me to accomplish many things, for example, to run for office. As an elected leader it is 

critical to be vigilant in acknowledging white privilege, and to direct policy making with an eye toward undoing 

institutional racism. To my knowledge, I am the only candidate in Position 8 to march in solidarity among Black Lives 

Matters protestors, and I believe it is essential that white people in the public eye take every opportunity to advance 

and support that movement. While I am a citywide candidate, I reside in District 2 in Southeast Seattle in our city’s 

most diverse zip code. While it would have been “easier” to run in my own district, out of my racial justice values I 

decided to run citywide because I believe that our city’s only minority majority district should be held by a person of 

color. 

 

Q5: What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 

in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 

I strongly support the maximum affordable housing linkage fee that Council Member O’brien has been championing. 

This could potentially increase our affordable unit production by 1,000 a year, and I would work to make sure they are 

prioritized for people at 0-60% AMI. I also support the use of municipal bonds for housing; the city has over 100 

million in excess reserves that could be leveraged with a robust bond measure to immediately build or preserve 

affordable housing. I also will prioritize an Opportunity to Purchase Ordinance that gives the city the right of first 

refusal to purchase an apartment building at risk of speculation. The City has never passed a resolution to seek local 

authority to limit rent hikes, and must do so while asserting its influence in the state Capitol to put an end to the 

waves of economic evictions harming our city. 

 

Q6: Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 

emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 

residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 

word limit) 

With 20% of King County children being food insecure, and food insecurity hitting communities of color and low 

income families hardest, we can do better. We must make it easier for hungry families to access food services, and 

one idea is to have joint EBT and Orcas Lift cards so families who need assistance are more likely to be made aware 

of those benefits. We must also prioritize increased hours in our budget for food banks and increase transit options 

for low income people to gain access to our food bank network. We should also expand the Fresh Bucks program 

that encourages low income people to purchase fresh food at farmers markets in their neighborhoods, and innovative 

programs like Marra Farms run by Solid Ground. 

 

Q7: What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 

sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 



Our city must affirmatively address domestic violence by funding counseling services for survivors, as well as 

confidential shelters so they can escape abusive relationships. This includes legal aid as it often takes the assistance 

of a lawyer to resolve child custody or terminating lease agreements with abusers. We should expand services within 

the court system that assists survivors in securing protection orders so that they can correctly navigate the courts to 

assert their rights. We should also support self-defense classes for women and anti-violence education in schools. 

Many professionals such as teachers, health care providers, child welfare professionals, and law enforcement 

interact with victims or survivors of commercial sexual exploitation but are unaware or ill-equipped to respond. To 

better address commercial sexual exploitation we must have effective interagency collaboration and improve 

information sharing platforms, while still protecting client confidentiality. We must also ensure that abusers are fully 

held accountable under the law, and are fully prosecuted for their crimes. 

 

Q8: The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 

and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 

people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 

level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 

role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 

As a citywide candidate I would work collaboratively with my district-elected Council Members to ensure a robust and 

comprehensive response to homelessness. This means supporting survival strategies such as tent encampments, 

even in some residential areas that have better access to transit and services. It also means being firm with 

neighborhood groups in sticking to our values of being an economically integrated city by building affordable housing 

for formerly homeless families and individuals in our outlying neighborhoods. This does not mean ignoring the 

concerns of a particular community, but bringing them into the process to welcome their new neighbors as was 

successfully done at Solid Ground’s new homeless housing project at Sand Point. 

 

Q9: The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 

bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 

needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 

Early childhood education is critical. I am supportive of the Pre-k program passed last year and would work harder to 

establish a stronger relationship between the city and early childhood educators to make sure they are champions of 

the program and paid fairly. The city has also done great work with the Families and Education Levy founded by 

former Mayor Norm Rice. In the last doubling of the levy, it was exciting to see more resources allocated to tutoring 

programs that help students who are falling behind. The city can and should do more to improve after school 

programs. We need a youth summer jobs program to help give students a sense of responsibility, financial literacy 

and discipline as they move toward their college years. 

 

Q10: What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 

who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 

I would see to it that resources raised from the recent Parks District are used to make our public parks more 

accessible by installing ramps and updating walkways to be more accessible for the elderly or people with disabilities. 

In the Mayor’s proposed 930 million Move Seattle Levy I would also work to expand or update sidewalks and curb 

ramps across the city. I would also be a strong advocate for more senior housing centered in our urban villages so 

our elders who often cannot drive can benefit from the walkable communities and urban villages. I would also make it 

a priority for the Office of Housing to preserve existing housing for people with disabilities and seniors that currently 

exist in our urban core. I also support a reduced or even free fare for low income seniors and people with disabilities 

so they can more readily access our public transit system. 

 


