
Answers from Deborah Zech Artis 

Q2:  For which position are you running? 
District 7 City Council 

Q3:  What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
I know that many men, women, and children are homeless for multiple reasons which tend to be unique 
by individual. HHS is understaffed and underfunded. Such things as personal hygine, nutrition, clothing, 
and mental health to name a few must be managed in a wholistic manner. 

Q4:  How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
Race has affected me personally and professionally. I have benefited from my race and I have been 
discriminated against because of it. 

Q5:  What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 
in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
New construction permits for multiple dwelling units could be approved based upon a contractual 
agreement that a certain percentage of units will be priced to aid people from the lowest income level to 
the middle income level. 

Q6:  Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 
emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 
residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 
word limit) 
I am a strong supporter of our community food banks. I also support community gardens and urban 
farming (chickens and goats). Emergency food provisions could be budgeted for via HHS, State, and 
Federal dollars. Community Centers could be used to teach people how to put up their own foods during 
the growing season so they can be utilized during the hard winter months and through the next growing 
season. Community food banks can store those products and community centers could make space in 
their unused storage areas. 

Q7:  What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
Domestic violence negatively impacts the entire community. Sexual assault must be seriously addressed 
and appropriate legal steps must be taken along with proper re-education for the perpetrator and 
counseling for the victim. Commerical sexual expoitation must be stopped and people who procure the 
product must be identified and stopped. Newspapers, magazines, and electronic advertisements need to 
be either monitored or prohibited to protect minors and other vulnerable groups. 

Q8:  The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 
and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 
people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 
level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 
role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
One of the caused I have identifed for homelessness is excessive child support and spousal support. At 
least one homeless camp is made up of professional, white collar, working men who cannot afford an 
apartment. I disagree that homlessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the 
neighborhood level. That is exactly where it can be managed. An over all plan which encoumpases the 
entire city but managed in the districts as business management units would allow for more productive 
use of funds and resources. The over all problem would not be as overwhelming as it currently appears to 
be. Small bites are easier to chew than big gulps. 



Q9:  The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 
bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 
needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
Unfortunately, we closed and sold off many of our schools in years past. We are now building new ones. 
As we build them, we need to work with the Seattle School District. We need to assist the SSD with valid 
and accurate projections of population growth so they know what to plan for. We are in our current crunch 
because this type of information was not provided to SSD in a timely manner. They are now behind the 8 
ball and struggling when they should have been the leader. SSD, with the proper information and 
assistance, can create space in the schools for early childhood learning and even child care. Other 
organizations such as the YMCA, YWCA, and The Boys and Girls Clubs are examples of organizations 
which need to be tapped for information, assistance, and expertise. 

Q10:  What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 
who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
The City needs to know how many people fit these categories, know where they live, ask them what they 
need, and help them stay in their own homes for as long as possible. If this means reducing their utilitiies 
costs, assisting them with heating their homes, helping them with good strong nutrition, and helping them 
obtain family care, then that is what needs to be done. Many older children of the elderly live with their 
parents or the parents move in with their children. This reduces the financial burden upon government. 
The govenment needs to aid those children with training to help care for their parents and resources to 
give those children time off from this effort so they are able to continue in the loving manner that took this 
burden on in the first place. 


