
Answers from Catherine Weatbrook 

 

Q2: For which position are you running? 

Seattle City Council District 6 

 

Q3: What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 

10,047 on the streets in a one night count. Many more partially housed or otherwise uncounted with mental health 

and substance abuse issues. With large gaps in job skills, many medical issue. The needs are huge, and we're not 

even treading water. 

 

Q4: How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 

I walked my adopted Chinese niece through an Arizona shopping mall during Christmas. She was 13 months old, and 

the glares and lack of service we got being in the mall was striking. A few years later, she was continuously bullied at 

school and on the school bus, and nothing was done because she is Chinese (stated by principal), my eyes were 

wide open. 

 

Q5: What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 

in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 

Preserving existing, inclusionary zoning that includes adjustment for units destroyed in building, housing levy, CM 

Licata's idea of borrowing against city funds, and finding new housing types are all part of a comprehensive strategy 

for creating affordable housing in Seattle. 

 

Q6: Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 

emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 

residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 

word limit) 

We need to make sure our food banks are easily accessible by transit, evenly distributed through Seattle, have a 

wider variety our hours, and we need to fund them to provide those service hours. We should also create more P-

patches, and to the extent possible, pair restaurants and grocery stores with their nearest food network. 

 

Q7: What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 

sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 

As a council, we need to make sure that our police, fire, and city attorney are staffed to be able to respond, 

investigate, advocate, and prosecute these offenses. We need to fund counseling services for the victims, and we 

should make sure that we continue with education about these offenses, in multiple languages. 

 

Q8: The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 

and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 

people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 

level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 

role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 

The district system is meant to bring together in-depth knowledge from all districts, and share that at the "table" to 

find city wide solutions. Most of the large solutions will require city wide efforts, and local creative ideas. I think 

collaboration will be key to this, which is one of the skills I bring to this role. One of my objectives is to begin a 

standing city council committee that looks at specific issues as they slice through the 39 city departments. 

Homelessness issues touch at least: transportation, education, jobs, housing, health and human services, emergency 

response, energy, parks, and others. We need to start looking at these as connected issues. 

 



Q9: The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 

bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 

needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 

Creating licensed childcare space takes too long. The pre-school for all pilot project has put the industry into turmoil 

because who wants to compete with an unknown government system right now. Childcare workers put themselves in 

legal peril every day they work. Inspection requirements are arbitrary and can be very expensive. We need state level 

changes in each of these areas to reduce risks and build meaningfully capacity. We also need to work with major 

employers, builders, and churches for space and funding. 

 

Q10: What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 

who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 

In addition to curb ramps, regularly painting cross walks, crossing flags, building sidewalks, and much better lighting, 

we need to make sure that those who need it have easy access to motorized transportation. A 10 minute walk zone is 

unrealistic for many elderly and disabled in our population, like my mother. We need more benches, so people can 

stop and rest as needed. We need better sight lines, and lighting, to make people feel safer while walking. We need 

to regularly grind down uneven sidewalks and crosswalks and otherwise remove tripping hazards. 

 


