
Answers from Bill Bradburd 

Q2:  For which position are you running? 
Seattle City Council, Position 9, at-large 

Q3:  What do you know about the unmet basic human needs in your district? (150 word limit) 
I’ve been an active advocate for provision of human services facilities in my neighborhood (D3 bordering 
downtown), as well as all neighborhoods in my capacity as Chair of the Seattle Neighborhood Coalition. I 
played an instrumental role in facilitating Good Neighbor Agreements between my neighborhood and both 
Downtown Emergency Service Center’s (DESC) Crisis Diversion Facility and Casa Latina’s Day Laborer 
Center. In both these cases, as well as the temporary siting of a Nicklesville camp, there was opposition 
within the neighborhood that I worked to overcome via dialogue and education - crucial to the community 
adopting these services. I continue to advocate for services and temporary and long term housing 
solutions for the homeless (including onsite supportive services and day stops) throughout all parts of the 
city. I support expanding diversion solutions (like LEAD) beyond downtown, and am concerned about 
displacement of senior neighbors and seek “aging in place” solutions. 

Q4:  How has race affected your life? (250 word limit) 
I grew up on the south side of Chicago and at an early age became exposed to structural racism. It was a 
predominantly black neighborhood, and I had many black friends, but my family became emblematic of 
‘white flight,’ and moved to the north side when street gang violence and social unrest escalated in 1968. 
After attending a lower-income, mixed-race high school, we moved to Philadelphia and I attended a 
middle-income, mostly white school. This provided me with a clear example of how my race (and 
economic class) vastly improved my educational chances and led to my high-tech career. In San 
Francisco I witnessed the dot-com boom gentrification of the Mission District. The impact on my 
community and friends had a profound effect on me, particularly the failure of the City to take meaningful 
action. When I relocated to Seattle I chose to move to the Central Area, adjacent to the International 
District, because of its cultural and ethnic diversity, now similarly under threat. I strive to provide my 
children with a racially and culturally diverse upbringing, and am proud of the radical steps taken by the 
teachers, families, and staff at our daughters’ school, Leschi Elementary, to address racially inflected 
program inequities (which are all too common in Seattle schools) starting next year. My experiences have 
taught me that I need to be proactive in ensuring that my children understand how to see and combat 
racism. I personally work to mitigate effects of racism and gentrification in our community. 

Q5:  What strategies do you see as the most promising to create and preserve affordable housing 
in Seattle? What steps would you take to make those things happen? (150 word limit) 
We must aggressively produce 30-50% AMI housing and target developer incentives/tax breaks here. We 
should facilitate greater variety of ownership strategies (co-ops, land lease, land trusts) and innovative 
funding strategies, e.g. public bonding. When possible, the City should acquire affordable housing stock 
before it flips to market rate owners. Linkage fees, aggressively applied to office projects (root cause of 
our recent gentrification), and only applied to market rate and above residential. Under current law, 
incentive zoning should be required for all legislative rezones (via RCW 36.70A.540) at deeper levels 
than 80%. I will loosen ADU rules for more infill housing in single family zones. And I will fund 4000 units 
of SRO housing for our most vulnerable and those seeking temporary housing. I will direct City Olympia 
lobbyists to push for mandatory inclusionary zoning. Any rent stabilization approach must protect small 
operators who are the bulk of our affordable units. 

Q6:  Describe how you would represent your district to ensure there is equal access to the 
emergency food system. What policies and investments would you support so that Seattle 
residents have access to equal access to adequate, culturally-appropriate, healthy food? (150 
word limit) 



I will sustain and expand the City’s current meal, food bank and Fresh Bucks programs to our homeless 
and low-income populations, seeking to work with faith based and non-profit organizations to help 
distribute food. I support increased investment in meal sites, non-profit meal programs and a meal 
provider support system. I will also with Seattle Public Schools to make sure that a wide range of 
culturally appropriate, healthy, locally-sourced foods are available with their meal programs. The City 
should vastly expand our community garden/p-patch and food forest programs as they only reach a 
fraction of citizens seeking these. I will increase the City’s capacity to grow food by mandating that all 
newly constructed commercial and large residential buildings install solar power panels and/or green 
roofs. Through incentives, these green roofs can grow food, which then can be further distributed to food 
banks and other City programs. 
Q7:  What do you see as government's role in preventing and responding to domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation? (200 word limit) 
The first step is to identify societal, community, and cultural factors perpetuating domestic and sexual 
violence and exploitation. Government has an important role in supporting comprehensive educational 
programs to reduce violence and continued exploitation. We must educate the potential perpetrator, victim 
and third party witness. Furthermore, we must appropriately train our police to identify situations of 
domestic violence and sexual assault, and must provide victims with safe transition and housing options; 
otherwise they may return to their perpetrator or become homeless. Wrap around services, such as legal 
aid for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, support services for youth and children 
traumatized by domestic violence, help in maintaining safe family bonds when separating from an abuser, 
and counseling should all be common. Service providers must engage with ethnic communities in 
culturally relevant ways. And there must be a safe way for victims to report crimes. Seattle must remain 
safe haven for the LGBTQ community. Places like Capitol Hill are seeing an increase in hate crimes 
against the community. Finally, we need to work to end the sexual exploitation of children, and to aid 
people trapped in prostitution. Punishing the victim and instead of the perpetrator is not the solution. 

Q8:  The number of people experiencing homelessness in Seattle and King County is increasing 
and local, county, state, and federal resources must increase in order for us to help and house 
people. Homelessness and insufficient affordable housing cannot be solved at the neighborhood 
level. As Seattle shifts to District representation on the City Council, how will you ensure that your 
role on City Council supports a robust city-wide response to homelessness? (150 word limit) 
All of Seattle, and the region, must contribute to solving the homelessness problem. Fair wages, support 
services, education, deeply affordable housing and job opportunities are all part of a mix required. I will 
oppose criminalizing survival activities such as sitting, sleeping or sharing food that essentially targets the 
homeless. I will work to ensure that enforcement by the SPD regarding panhandling and encampments is 
fair and appropriate and not just harassment. I will use some of our public lands for temporary 
encampments that run on a Nicklesville model. I will encourage churches to support overnight car 
encampments and work to expand that capability. Hygiene and day centers commensurate must be 
provided. I will advocate an aggressive schedule to develop very-low income housing options for those 
moving in and out of homelessness. I will lobby the State to enact emergency legislation to halt 
foreclosures until the problem can be legislatively addressed. 

Q9:  The population of Seattle is growing at one of the fastest rates of any city in the country, 
bringing more families. How can the city build capacity to serve the early learning and child care 
needs for the growing number of children? (150 word limit) 
Since 1990, State law permits local jurisdictions, planning under the Growth Management Act, to enact 
impact fees to provide for school facilities among other things. Most local jurisdictions have enacted such 
fees, however Seattle has distressingly foregone this opportunity. Impact fees can, in part, subsidize the 
construction of new childcare centers in addition to schools. Also, development incentive programs could 
provided the option of building day care centers or other cultural and social amenities on site. Seattle in 
its planning processes, be they at the higher level Comprehensive Planning for targeting growth or the 
local neighborhood planning and zoning process, have not considered school capacity and needs. Seattle 
Public Schools has also not engaged the City during its school closure and building efforts. This failure to 
synchronize has resulted in over 6000 SPS students currently in portables and future schools to already 
be over capacity. Coordinated planning is clearly necessary. 



Q10:  What are your ideas for how the city can insure a built environment that supports people 
who are older and or living with disabilities? (150 word limit) 
Elderly and disabled voices are absent from many City policy or design discussions: we must ensure 
more elderly and disabled individuals sit on City Commissions and Boards. Beyond requiring ADA and 
‘universal design’ requirements within our building/ zoning codes, we need to support a ‘universal design’ 
approach within all our systems, including an emphasis on improving our pedestrian environment and 
increasing accessibility to our cultural and community facilities for the disabled and elderly. The disabled 
and elderly live throughout the City, often disproportionately in disadvantaged neighborhoods: we must 
equitably distribute city amenities such as parks and community centers throughout the city. This will 
promote the social interaction of these populations with the general population, improving their mental 
and physical health, as well as reduce stigmatizing them. We must integrate new technologies in the 
public right of way and at transportation stops to facilitate the movement of the disabled and elderly. 


